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The Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum
Creative Sports Award
Celebrating Global Excellence
in Sports Innovation

Recognized by the International Olympic Committee as the World’s 
Best Sports Initiative in 2010, the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
Creative Sports Award is the first award of its kind dedicated to 
honoring creativity, excellence, and leadership in sports.

Launched in 2009 as part of the Mohammed bin Rashid Al Maktoum 
Global Initiatives, the Award shines a global spotlight on inspiring 
achievements by athletes, teams, institutions, and sports organizations 
from the UAE, the Arab region, and around the world.

Through its diverse categories, the Award celebrates:
Pioneering athletic achievements
Innovative sports programs and projects
Impactful contributions by Olympic committees and federations
Humanitarian initiatives that use sport as a force for good

From grassroots innovation to Olympic triumphs, the Award empowers 
the sports community and champions a culture of excellence, creativity, 
and global inspiration.

From Dubai to the world – a platform where sports innovation 
is recognized, celebrated, and amplified.



Awarding the International Institutions
National Olympic Committees

For its active contribution to managing and implementing 
specialized sports projects that serve the Olympic 
movement, and the advanced efforts demonstrated by 
the committee in enhancing the sports sector, which is 
considered an incentive to continue innovation, promote 
the Olympic spirit, and encourage sports activities.

Ukraine National
Olympic Committee
Represented by 
Sergey Bubka
President

"For his project on transparent selection of participants 
in the 2016 Olympic Games, which is based on integrity 
and transparency – this approach contributed to 
increasing the athletes' chances of winning medals, 
which will positively reflect on future generations of 
athletes."

British Paralympic
Association
Represented by 
Tim Reddish
President

For its outstanding initiative in supporting and promoting 
the Paralympic movement by incorporating a dedicated 
educational program into the official curriculum, 
specifically designed to educate individuals with special 
needs. This program contributes to educating and training 
this group and helps in spreading and instilling 
Paralympic values that reflect the aspirations of the 
International Paralympic Committee

Japan Paralympic
Committee
Represented by 
Asushi Yamawaki
President

"This is due to the exceptional organization of the London 
2012 Olympic Games, which is considered one of the most 
successful and outstanding editions in the history of the 
modern Olympics. The British Olympic Committee and the 
organizing team that led this edition excelled in delivering 
an extraordinary experience for both the athletes and the 
global audience."

British Olympic
Association
Represented by 
Andrew Hunt
Secretary General



The federation's initiative in empowering women through the 
establishment of the Women's World Championship and 
expanding their participation at the international level aims to 
achieve gender equality in global championships and to 
empower women in all aspects of sports, including 
participation, coaching, and management.

For his initiative in introducing judo within Syrian refugee 
camps, with a primary focus on the educational aspect of 
judo and its core values such as friendship, appreciation, 
humility, sincerity, courage, respect, self-discipline, and 
kindness. The program also teaches essential life skills that 
enable refugees to build a better future for themselves.

For the federation's approach in organizing unique and 
comprehensive wrestling training programs, aimed at 
providing high-quality training to athletes worldwide. This 
approach ensures that athletes receive the best possible 
training, significantly contributing to the enhancement of the 
technical skills of more than 200 athletes, enabling them to 
qualify for participation in the Olympic Games

For the outstanding and successful initiative in organizing the 
World Handball Championship in the Arab Republic of Egypt, 
despite the significant challenges posed by the global 
pandemic. The organizers managed to adopt an innovative 
approach in developing and implementing COVID-19 
prevention protocols to ensure the health and safety of all 
participants. The "Medical Bubble" initiative was implemented.

The Summer Olympic International Federations

International
Judo Federation
Represented by 
Marius Vizer
President

The International
Cycling Union (UCI)
Represented by 
David Lapartine
President

The International
Wrestling Federation
Represented by 
Nenad Lalovic
President

The International
Handball Federation
Represented by 
Joel DeBlanc
1st Deputy Vice President



The Summer Olympic International Federations

For the (Youth Leadership Project) associated with the FIBA 
Basketball World Cup 2023, which aims to create an 
outstanding model for youth leadership and seeks to benefit 
from experiences in basketball projects to achieve the greater 
good. Additionally, the program aims to use basketball as an 
effective tool for creating positive change in society.

For its innovative initiative in organizing a diverse range of 
hockey events, which saw the participation of over 10,000 
professional athletes aged between 14 and 65 years. This 
innovative approach contributed to enhancing global interest 
in the game and promoting it in a more distinguished manner.

"For its project in implementing a voting disclosure system in 
elections characterized by transparency, which was used by 
the Badminton World Federation to calculate the voting power 
of its members, ensuring fairness and transparency while 
enhancing the development of election systems worldwide."

The international
Basketball Federation
Represented by 
Sheikh Saud bin Ali Al Thani
President

The International
Hockey Federation
Represented by 
Leandro Negre
President

The International
Badminton Federation
Represented by 
Poul Erik
President



In recognition of its outstanding initiative in empowering women by organizing the 
Women's Cricket World Cup, which achieved the highest viewership in the history of 
the game thanks to extensive television coverage and the growing popularity of 
women's cricket. This event was globally enhanced through strategic marketing and 
promotional campaigns that highlighted the top female players worldwide and 
increased the number of followers and viewers of this sport

For its contribution to promoting the values of peace, development, tolerance, equality, 
and fair play. It also works to combat discrimination and crime, stands against the use 
of doping, and spreads sports culture globally.

The International Cricket Council
Represented by 
David Richardson
President

The United Nations Educational, Scientific and
Cultural Organization,UNESCO
Represented by 
Anna Paolini
President
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